AN\

FUTURE 42

Making Washington and Bellingham
a place to prosper.

Bellingham City

Council 2025
Scorecard

Brought to you by Future 42 Whatcom County
www.future42.org/whatcom




Business
Climate

These are issues the
Bellingham City Council @’2 e
discusses regularly. Responsibility

Environment



-ﬂﬂ.l
- |

0

Hannah Stone Hollie Huthman Dan Hammill Edwin “Skip” Williams
It Ward 2" Ward 3 Ward 4" Ward

A City of

< Bellingham

Lisa Anderson Michael Lillquist Jace Cotton
5t Ward 61" Ward 7 Ward



How did your Bellingham City Councilmembers
vote on these issuesin 20252 Let’s find out.

FUTURE 42
COUNGIL MEMBER Eﬁg\g 2026 PROPE;TY TAX LEVY PUBLIC SAFEéY SALES TAX RENTIé FEES WASTE MABIAGENIENT Lﬁggwgﬁgﬁf
Har;g?/cosrgone 12/2027 x / VOTED YES x x x
Hollzined I-J\I/J;?(;nan 12/2029 x / VOTED YES x x x
Da;d"'v?/’:rr;‘"l 12/2027 x / VOTED YES x x x
Edwin ‘;Sthk\i/?/; r\;vmiams 12/2029 x / I x x x
Lisz tﬁr‘;\jiaerijon 12/2027 x / VOTED YES x x x
Micléathe\l/\l/-;lrl;luis’f 12/2029 x / VOTED YES x x x
Ja;? \S:V(;trt;n 12/2027 x / VOTED YES x x x

Future 42's Position Future 42's Position Position

Vote KEY Voted with x Voted against / Neutral Future 42's




2026 Property Tax Levy. \)

Ordinance 2025-11-031 sets Bellingham'’s 2026 regular property tax levy, including
approximately a 1% increase over the prior year's base levy, plus allowable revenue from new
construction and assessed valuation changes. Property tax revenue funds general government
services such as police, fire, parks, and administration. Supporters argue the increase is
necessary to maintain service levels amid inflation. Opponents argue revenues have increased
each year and that additional spending reductions should be considered to reduce cost-of-

T(]XQS living pressures. Future 42 position: Oppose

This Passed 7-0 x

\) Safe and Stable Community Sales Tax (0.1%)

Ordinance 2025-10-023 imposes an additional 0.1% local sales and use tax for criminal justice purposes under recently authorized state
law. The revenue is restricted to public safety and criminal justice uses but is not specifically dedicated to hiring additional police officers
and was proposed in response to projected budget deficits. Sales tax applies broadly to purchases and is generally considered regressive
because lower-income households pay a higher share of their income toward it. Supporters argue it will help fund public safety services.

Opponents raise concerns about increasing the tax burden and argue that structural spending reforms should be evaluated before
adding new taxes. Future 42 has a neutral position but will monitor how the funds are allocated to determine whether they are used for
public safety needs such as hiring additional officers. Future 42 position: Neutral

This Passed 7-0
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Prohibiting Unfair or Excessive Rental FFees

Ordinance 2025-06-010 creates a hew chapter of the Bellingham Municipal Code that limits certain
rental fees landlords may charge, caps deposits and late fees, requires disclosure of charges, and
establishes legal remedies for violations. The stated goal is to increase fairness and transparency in
rental housing. Supporters argue it protects renters from excessive fees they identify as “junk fees”.
Opponents express concern that increased regulation and legal exposure may discourage small
landlords, shift costs into higher base rents, and reduce housing supply. Future 42 position: Oppose

Fiscal Responsibility

A EnVir onment This Passed 7-0 x

D)

Ordinance 2025-02-003 updates Bellingham'’s solid waste regulations to align with the City's Climate Action Plan and
emission-reduction goals. The changes require most single-family households to participate in curbside organic waste
collection, adding a compost bin service for food scraps, yard waste, and compostable materials that is collected regularly as
part of the city's waste program. Supporters argue it advances environmental sustainability commitments. Opponents
question whether added service requirements will increase costs for residents and businesses without clearly measurable
outcomes or transparent cost analysis. Future 42 position: Oppose

Waste Management / Climate Alignment Updates

This Passed 7-0 x
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FUTURE 42

Environment

I.andmark Tree Protections

Ordinance 2025-03-004 establishes temporary protections for large landmark trees
while permanent regulations are developed for Council consideration. It requires
permits for removal and strengthens enforcement standards during the interim period.
Supporters argue it preserves tree canopy, environmental resilience, and neighborhood
character. Opponents raise concerns that additional regulatory layers may increase
development costs, reduce buildable area, and further constrain housing supply at a
time of affordability challenges. Future 42 position: Oppose

This Passed 7-0 x


https://codepublishing-modern-prod.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/oivc19tkqixzltl3ppltis7tnntw?response-content-disposition=inline%3B%20filename%3D%22Ordinance%202025-03-004.pdf%22%3B%20filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Ordinance%25202025-03-004.pdf&response-content-type=application%2Fpdf&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAQSZNCZZNK4YLJMED%2F20260317%2Fus-west-2%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20260317T213320Z&X-Amz-Expires=20689&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEC4aCXVzLXdlc3QtMiJHMEUCIH1s5iiG%2FzPcKsujD9EH8RnyEQa6il1SmONK5yRvGYy3AiEA6uEJ22klmsCi8dlRcbTbRy9r%2FqetIOmyjcvAxtONaLYq7AMI9v%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FARADGgwwNDAzNTk4NzQxMzgiDDidnsg%2F5lFCCBl69CrAAwFdF5vKlO5UkQxKiRl7yk2bJtR6yOJw5mHvIKpi4wc5%2Fr66WrmjPfJHCs5oZz033n7jxB9SPAnu1EXp1rvWRj%2BDXsKk7dwVfD2j29zq9hfwmHJj6UISaLJOZ16oJ9LMUEKeC6OOvrk67gvaCHTjnDn8j%2Fdhsjp85YTluvxmoW2KsHbe97WmOM4KWcyeY%2B8l8BSvSzxG9rV7VkEWg9K6ag%2BdkcE4ElLHv3noq3En8l5ugw9DVMxY3UvAC4rLWrGKHYKiCKc%2FWad2lOoETb0tEphLVex9KC3mSFJvQv1lgkUbCUmzasHDVtTfG4ypCVm0k4a%2BY%2F%2Bd0m3qokO5swPsyXY8eSSnc%2FvrmeM1YQ%2BdXFEwK5%2F2%2BZR6BTz9uR0RVFrxcSCQ686j%2FtFU61VVbBh7kH%2FixEhfk%2Fqx4DUzI7Js%2Fc7pL%2BfnA5Pp84fyHjwGYxG7wIYmvD0aEfgiK2cvXaALTzb6oqG2adTS6QKTG%2BvZK3xWrE3%2BedwGhXTeIbpU5x9ZRyjvbrfnQxmxetpzgGskhr4C1EFOX3fGcxpkW2I%2Fny9v9RGN22JYi9kaHaDCFRdfT3NkAB61dKicvWVB7qvWOKIwkYrnzQY6pQEKvlIGbm3RV9gAyuMgvl2Pe4Vpf%2F5bMeS9VMWlA0hCsAov4jUKVd%2FlCKPpjcVEWGKMfH51Pv%2FygjWjwS0oBIp4vitwFCI%2B1pgzfpvJLVScY9qvyrfq%2BZP%2B9USjmDdhR7yWWjVVUAbD3KSW9xv7eiM6W3FvrTPOpWj2XBeYZpBIzZI6voaxlY6Tx9ykZa%2Fs24sVu0PuSp3bYP0OtJBwe3yIW%2Bv6k1A%3D&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=e0dfe7fbc7c9252d9a8dea9341386697a62cb9844083c0dd04a3ed1f87b3b2e1

About Future 42 Whatcom

FUTURE 42

By turning frustration into action, we are building a diverse and engaged community of Washingtonians and
Whatcom County citizens and fueling a wave of empowerment. We provide a means for citizens to make their
voices heard and their actions count by timely and respectfully communicating with local lawmakers on issues

including Creating a safe and livable state, ensuring a more affordable cost of living, lowering our taxes,

and providing an environment for our citizens and businesses to thrive.

Ways To Get Involved:



http://future42.org/whatcom
https://www.efundraisingconnections.com/c/Project42

Thank You

To access this scorecard and to share it, visit

www.future 42 .org/whatcom
Be sure to sign up for our emails to stay updated on our Whatcom
County action alerts throughout the year.

Paid for by Project 42


https://future42.org/
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